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The Jordan Café is the hub of the Compassion Ministry here at Newtown Mission. We open the
doors for lunches on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. We then have a Chapel Service and Dinner
on Thursday nights. Everyone is welcome. We share community and life together over a meal.
We care for each other among the many challenges and difficulties that are faced. While this is
all happening, we invite God’s love and presence in to our lives. Ultimately, here at the Jordan
Café we want to see more-and-more of God’s transforming presence in our lives.
Some of the things we do here at the Jordan Cafe

•
•
•
•
•
•

Advocacy
Referrals
Financial assistance
Visitations
Work Development Orders
Drug Court Referrals

•
•
•
•
•
•

Counselling
Emergency food relief
Help with Centrelink and FACs
Homeless Persons Legal Services
Work for the Dole
Networking with services

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.

Newtown Mission – Jordan Cafe

“The meal is a part of the Jordan Cafe, but God’s work in the Community is what it is all about!”

Mealtimes

As we share a meal together it is an opportunity to share life together and
to share the challenges that are faced. From these challenges we can help
with food or financial assistance, housing referrals, assistance with
Centrelink or other government services, drug and alcohol referrals and
counselling. We work closely with various agencies around the city to help
people. These agencies include the Newtown Neighbourhood Centre, RPA
Drug and Alcohol, housing services, detox and rehabilitation centres. There
is something special about coming together over a meal and it is a time for
us as a Community to chat, to catch up and to hang out. But it is also a time where we can encourage and
support each other and invite God’s love and presence in to our lives. The meal is a part of the Jordan Cafe,
but God’s work in the Community is what it is all about!

Bible Study

During lunchtimes (1:30 – 2:30 pm) we do a Community Bible Study in the
Hall during lunch (listen out for the call). Everyone is welcome – bring your
lunch or a tea or coffee. It is a great way to meet people, ask questions,
and explore the life and work of Jesus together. We read through a passage
of the Bible together, discuss it, ask questions and then pray with each
other.

Thursday Chapel

Thursday Chapel is always an amazing time where people feel they are safe to engage with each other and
with God. Doesn’t matter who you are! All are welcome. We gather
together as a real and genuine community centred on God and His
unconditional love! It starts at 6:00 pm every Thursday in the Chapel.
We have a sharing (open mic.) time, which is a special time where we
can share the joys or struggles of life with each other. We listen to a
message from the Bible or a testimony. We then have a time of prayer
for each other. Come along and join us.

Thursday Dinner

After Chapel we all head over to the Hall to share dinner together.
Dinnertime is table service! With the coffee machine running, live
background music, great conversation and we finish up with a delicious
dessert at around 8:00 pm.
“Come along and join us”

There are a bunch of other things that happen at the Jordan Café, including:
• A team from Homeless Persons Legal Services come every Friday at 1:30 pm.
• Free haircuts one Friday-a-month, check the monthly calendar and add your name to the list.
• The team from St Pius come one Friday-a-month to provide and prepare a special lunch.
• Special events, check the monthly calendar.

Team

We have an incredible team here at the Jordan Café. The team
includes staff, our regular team members and those who join us
when the can. The team are hard-working, gifted and they have a
huge heart for the Jordan Café Community. The team are busy
preparing the Jordan Café, cooking meals and cleaning up. But that
is only part of the story, the team care for, and support, the
Community. The Community love the team and thing that they are
all wonderful. The team are part of the community and someone
they can talk with, laugh withy, cry with and walk with through the
struggles of life. If you are interested in joining the team, please contact the Church. Please enquire about
the many ways there are to help and to give to the work here at the Jordan Café.
“The Jordan Cafe Community love the team and think that they are all wonderful”

Partnerships

We have a whole bunch of partnerships who continue to regularly
come and help us out, including Youth Off the Streets, Newington
College (both students and teachers), St Pius Primary School, St
Andrew’s College, St Paul’s College and Wesley College. A number of
Churches also regularly donate to the Jordan Café, including: St
Stephen’s Uniting, Killara ‘Fiveways’ Uniting Church, St David's Uniting
Church (Haberfield) and Woollahra Double Bay Uniting Church. We
also have other Church groups, schools and corporate groups who
come during the year to help out. We love having all our partners
around and they have now become a big part of the Community here at the Jordan Café.

Food

The Jordan Café cannot provide the meals and services we
do without the wonderful help we get from our network
of support. First is Ozharvest, who reliably and regularly
provide us with the majority of food that we need for all
the meals during the week. They are an incredible
organisation; they have supported the Jordan Café for
over 10 years and we cannot thank them enough. Other
organisations and businesses that regularly support the Jordan Café include: Baker’s Delight (North Sydney),
Gift of Bread, Reilly Group and Velluti’s – The Fruit and Veg Company.

We also have people join the team to help meet requirements for Work Development Orders (State Debt
Recovery), Community Service (NSW Attorney General Forum Sentencing), Work for the Dole, and Centrelink
hours. It is great to continue to provide a safe place and space where people can join us and contribute
wherever they are at.

Contact

280A King St, Newtown NSW 2042 | PO Box 60, Newtown NSW 2042
9519 9000
office@newtownmission.org.au
www.newtownmission.org.au | fb.me/newtownmission

God’s Compassion – Newtown Mission
God’s faithfulness and compassion to Newtown through the years:

The Church employed several sisters to help with the social work in the Church. Sister Ruth Hart did
splendid work in the schools and amongst the women of the mission.

1921

Rev A.W. Walker was instrumental in leading the social welfare enterprises of the church. During his
appointment the church became a mission, and the care for the needy was specifically addressed.
The church was specifically designated a Mission church. The Depression of the 1930’s saw
much unemployment, and families were being evicted, as they were unable to pay rent.
Newtown had become working class and the gentry had moved to the surrounding suburbs.
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During the 40’s and 50’s, the church was a hub of social activities for the community. A member of the
congregation at the time, Mr Bruce Neville Meller remembers the school hall was used as a gymnasium,
scouts and guides meeting place and a youth club. The church hall was in use every day of the week.

Girls’ and boys’ hostels were established to provide accommodation for students, nursing for the elderly
continued and food parcels were always available for those in need. A highlight each year was the Harvest
Time Festival. A devoted member of the church, Mr Smart would donate the entire produce from one acre of
his farm at Camden. This was then distributed to the needy in the community. The church sponsored an
annual spring fair and the hall was transformed into a social venue for indoor bowls. Two choirs met during
the week, and on Sunday mornings, a children’s choir would sing during services. The church was certainly a
centre of activity for members of the community.
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A group of Charismatic Catholics met in the church hall. Along with the
ministry of Rev Don Drury, this paved the way for the charismatic revival of
the late 80’s and early 90’s.

Under the ministry of Rev Ron Brookman, the church gained a reputation as a charismatic place of
worship. The Church was characterised by a strong evangelistic focus, emphasis on counselling,
rehabilitation, prison ministry, welfare, healing and education.

During the ministry of Rev Phil Marshall, the Cornerstone Café was established, featuring
live music and a resident band every second Saturday night. The Employment Initiative
program helped provide skills and confidence for people preparing to enter the work
force
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Compassion Pastor, Brian Unterrheiner oversees the welfare ministry of the church.
The Drop-In Centre provides meals, counselling, legal advice and support for those
applying for Centrelink and housing. Local businesses and members of the community
play an active role in supporting the drop-in centre.
From: Celebrating 150 Years – Newtown Mission Chapel, 1860 - 2010

While many things have changed over the years, Newtown Mission continues to be a vibrant hub
of activity in our community. The Church is characterised by a strong focus on compassion, down
to earth relationships, authentic worship and creativity. We would love you to join us!

