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transformation of lives through outreach, discipleship, compassionate care, and advocacy, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 2018-19 
 
1. Messages from our Pastors  

 Graeme Tutt, Senior Minister 
 Sam Stamos, Pastor (Compassion & Advocacy) 
 Helen Wright, Pastor (Creativity & Justice) 

 
2. Church Council - by Trevor Thomas, Chairperson 
3. Financial Statements (year ending 30 June 2019)- Tim Everist 
4. Who’s who at Newtown Mission  



“Far too often, we have limited the definition of the 
Church. In many cases, 'Church' has become an 
informational, inspirational weekly gathering rather 
than the group of people that God has ordained 
from Heaven to operate on his behalf on Earth in 
order to bring Heaven's viewpoint into history.”- 
Tony Evans 
 
Being part of Newtown Mission is not being a 
member of a club or an organization. It’s not 
attending a church worship time or listening to a 
talk about God. It’s not working at the Café or being 
part of a creative performance event.  
It’s all of those and more. It’s being part of a community centred on Jesus, receiving and living in 
grace; it’s having a part to play in God transforming the world wherever and whenever we are; it’s 
praying for the kingdom to come, for God to break in and bring life, love, hope and freedom.  
What a gift that is! 
 
“We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because thorns have roses.”  
― Alphonse Karr 
 
Looking back on a year in the life of a community is a challenge. It’s impossible to capture the 
fullness of it in a few words. It’s tough to select the features that matter most … they’ll be different 
for each of us, and in any case, on what basis do you choose to evaluate what a year was like. 
There’s always a mix of pleasure and pain, of sadness and joy, of prayers answered and hopes 
seemingly dashed, of growth and victory alongside despair and negativity, of people joining our 
community and others leaving. Honesty requires that we admit this mixed reality, but hope and a 
desire to be thankful urges me to take note of the good things, the blessings, the green shoots that 
flourish into life.  
A quick list of some Newtown Mission 
activities conveys something of that - Jordan 
Café and Community Care Centre, Tongan 
Fellowship, Annandale Creative Arts Centre, 
Sunday Worship Gatherings, Home groups, 
Creative Conversations events, Bible studies, 
NAIDOC week …. Behind each title, event or 
activity there are people engaging with God 
and others, loving, praying, worshipping, 
acting, caring, working.  
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Rev Graeme Tutt, Senior Minister 

Artwork by Safina Stewart 2019 



“If achieving a desired goal was easy why would anyone bother. 
There'd be no fun.” ― Veronica Purcell 
 
‘Transformation’ of lives and communities, oriented towards 
God, that’s the focus of our vision. (It’s not catchy, is it, but it is 
meaningful!) We break that down into smaller parts – being a 
community of ‘Word, Spirit and Justice’, which means living 
together with love, seeking God’s presence and humbly including 
the marginalised. That’s why we do what we do. 
 
There are regular and consistent activities and themes that are 
part of living out these dreams. But sometimes new areas of focus or energy arise as the Spirit stirs 
us. In the last year I sensed God drawing us further along in a listening relationship and sharing 
partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Having Brooke Prentis join us this 
year has been part of that journey, opening up further opportunities for visits from Aunty Jean 
Phillips and others. This led to the Sorry Day-Reconciliation Week Gatherings, the NAIDOC week 
events (exhibition, concert and Gatherings), plus the Creative Conversations events in September. 
At the same time the Jordan Café community has been a place where Aboriginal people contribute 
and individuals are supported in significant ways. It’s great to have both dimensions of this 
relationship, to be with individuals and also be part of addressing the structures and injustices at a 
society level. It represents a great coming together of the ‘compassion’ and ‘justice’ elements of 

God’s transforming work. Both are vital, both are part 
of our calling. 
 
After a period of behind the scenes work it’s exciting 
to say that the Building project (aka ‘King Street 
Precinct Project’) is moving forward again. We are 
ready to share the updated designs for comment and 
feedback, having had a full heritage review through a 
Conservation Management Plan. There have also been 
helpful conversations with the Presbytery about 
opportunities for financial support. The next steps are 
the Congregation feedback, followed by pre-DA 

meetings with Sydney City Council.  
 
“The person born with a talent they are meant to use will find their greatest happiness in using it. ”  
― Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
 
The Uniting Church approach to leadership is a shared one. The church is viewed as a community 
led by a team of people, not a pyramid style hierarchy, though some have particular responsibilities 
and authority. I’m very aware as the Senior Minister of how special it is to work alongside so many 
gifted and committed people in the leadership and overall life of the Mission, both in paid and 
voluntary positions.  
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Our staff team are passionate, hardworking and dedicated - thanks to Sam Stamos and Helen 
Wright for their work in their pastoral ministry roles, along with the invaluable contribution of 
Rahul Dougall in administration ministry and Steve Ticknell & Sini MacDonald in their Jordan Café 
roles. They, and their families, serve us with courage and joy. 
 

“This year we’ve been well led at Church Council by Trevor Thomas, who continued as Chairperson. 

Trevor, with Tim Everist as Treasurer and Dian Neligan as Secretary, along with the whole of the 

Council and Elders, have provided wise and godly direction to us. Being on Council is a significant 

commitment of time and also involves taking on a responsibility for others, with the associated 

emotional and spiritual joys and challenges of that. The matters discussed and decided on range 

from building plans to Spirit-filled worship, from marriage to mission giving, budgets to pastoral 

care, Aboriginal reconciliation to good employment practices. It’s a big task, and I’m grateful to all 

those who give in this way.  
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Before I update everyone on 2019, I must first 

mention Christmas Lunch 2018. A lot of work goes in 

to the Jordan Cafe Christmas lunches and the 2018 

lunch was a huge event. We had close to 150 people 

join us for lunch and we gave out 150 Hampers! 

Lunch was a beautiful time and it was amazing to join 

together as a Community, as a family, and share 

Christmas together. The Team worked tirelessly to 

make sure the lunch was special. We also had a great 

bunch of organisations and businesses join us and a number of people who wanted to just help for 

the day. (Big thank you to the Reilly Group who provided the food and joined us to prepare and 

cook the food). Please pray for Christmas 2019 as it isn’t too far away! 

I have to thank the incredible Team. I get to work with many wonderful people each-and-every 

day! The Team consists of all our regulars and those who can join us every now-and-then. Actually, 

we are more than a Team, we are family: We can always share a tear and a laugh. The Team are so 

hardworking and they work in the midst of some very difficult situations! And they have a huge 

heart for the Community that they serve. It has also been great to see members of the Team 

stepping into Leadership! I feel honoured and privileged to work with such a great bunch of people 

and I know the Community really appreciate them. On behalf of the Church and Community, I want 

to thank: Steve T., Sini, Jo, Elle, Donna, Dave H., Tanya, Ross, Michael A., Zoe, Marion, Marge, Juan, 

Phil, Bee Hoon, Jenny, Simeon, Alec, Amy, John W., Gabi, Meg, April, Kim, Derek, Johannes, Ben, 

Mel T., Jude, Kay, Maddie, Lina, Tema, Maria, Giovanna, Maggie, Carmen, Steve B., Elizabeth, Ale, 

Greg, Tooks, Jess, Amanda, Izzy, Simone. Also a BIG thank you to Rahul who keeps the place going; 

he provides wonderful support, has great ideas and he always inspires us! 

We are also joined by a number of wonderful organisations and businesses, who donate supplies or 

who come and join with us and help out. On behalf of the Church and Community, I want to thank: 

St Pius (Enmore), St Paul’s College (Syd. Uni), St Andrew’ College (Syd. Uni), Wesley College (Syd. 

Uni), Youth With A Mission, Youth Off The Streets, Newington College, St Stephen’s, Double Bay-

Woollahra UC, Killara UC, Homeless Persons Legal Services, Alcoholics Anonymous, OzHarvest, 

Velluti’s, The Reilly Group, Newtown Neighbourhood Centre, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney 

Local Health District, Assembly of Confessing Congregations (thanks to Peter Bentley for all his help 

and support). 

Jordan Café 

The Jordan Café is flourishing, and lunchtimes can be very busy. Fridays are the busiest day of the 

week where we would consistently get over 100 people for lunch and even up past 150. Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays can also be very busy. We continue to provide meals and other services to help 

people. But it is so much more than that - we want it to be a safe, warm and loving place where 

there are opportunities for people to experience God’s presence and love. This happens while the 

Community sees the Café as their space. But this also happens through all the opportunities we 

provide for people to seek God, to meet God and to learn about Him.   
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The Hall looked stunning for Christmas 



These opportunities happen through a number of 

Small Groups and Bible Studies that run during the 

week: Monday Nights, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday Lunchtime Bible Studies, Thursday Night 

Chapel and ‘Find Out’ Fridays! Thank you to all the 

Leaders of these Groups (Alec, Amy, Kim, Meg and 

Simone). These are spaces for people from the 

Jordan Café Community to meet together, 

encourage each other, pray for each other and just 

read the Bible together. These spaces also provide more opportunities for pastoral care to happen. 

People love these times and it is great to see people grow!  

We continue to provide opportunities for service through Revenue NSW, Drug Court, Parole and 

Probation and Centrelink programs. The Homeless Persons Legal Services (Corrs Chambers 

Westgrath) continue to provide invaluable legal advice on Fridays and we have joined together on 

other initiatives (e.g. research into the criminalisation of homelessness). Thank you. Our fantastic 

hairdresser Wanda Kluke retired at the beginning of the year and is having a well-deserved rest. In 

her place we now have Giovanna and Maria providing haircuts! Thank you. We also have Maggie 

providing reading classes each Tuesday, thanks Maggie!  

Thursday Nights 

Thursday Nights are always very special. Chapel starts at 6 pm. Chapel is a 

space for the Gospel to ring out into the Community, for the love of God to 

be known, for Jesus to be preached and for the Holy Spirit to be powerfully 

present. The highlight of the year was to have three fellas from the Jordan 

Cafe Community baptised, which happened at Chapel in July! It was a 

special night and a powerful witness of God’s work in their lives. We long to 

see more-and-more Baptisms as people respond to the Gospel and place 

their faith in Jesus. This year it has been great to see more of the 

Community stepping up and getting involved in the Chapel services. Also, a 

big thanks to Simeon who coordinates a lot of Thursday Nights! After 

Chapel, we all head over to the Hall for a very yummy meal cooked from scratch. Dinner is table 

service which adds to it feeling quite special. Dinner also provides the opportunity to chat about 

Chapel and to pray with one another. Thanks to Steve B. for the beautiful live background music 

during dinner and for Greg who knocks out superb coffees.  

Please continue to pray for and support the Compassion Ministry. We are more than a Community, 

we are Church, we are family and we do this together in God and with God. We 

give God all the Glory! Thank you also for all your ongoing care and support 

towards Kim, Josiah, Elisabeth and myself.  

The Jordan Café Team and Sam 
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Sam Stamos, Pastor (Compassion & Advocacy)                   

Lunchtime Bible Study 

Sini, Ads, Sam 



 

Unsettled.  

In May I heard Brooke Prentis describe Jesus as the great Un-Settler and this powerful description 

of Jesus has stayed with me and resonated through the journey of 2019. It’s true on a number of 

levels. In one sense it speaks directly to how the ways of Jesus challenge the injustice of the way 

these lands now called Australia were ‘settled’ and the challenge for those of us that still benefit 

from the power structures of that story. To decolonise. To ‘un-settle’.  

It also speaks loudly of how the ways of Jesus turn 

everything on their head and leave nothing the same. 

This is the call to take up the cross, the ongoing work of 

making all things new -  

It reminds me of the description often given to the work 

of the Spirit, the prophetic, the Word of God, even good 

art… 

“...to comfort the disturbed and  

disturb the comfortable” 

Or perhaps we could say to settle the unsettled and unsettle the settled. 

With Aboriginal people in justice and creativity  

We’ve continued to be unsettled as we’ve journeyed more deeply with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people, particularly through the leadership and input of Brooke joining us at Newtown 

Mission this year. We marked Aboriginal Sunday, Sorry Day, Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC 

week, seeking to be listeners and learners, acknowledging truth and seeking God for understanding 

of our place in the story. It was a joy to host incredibly talented Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander leaders, artists and musicians in NAIDOC week. They shared the beauty and truth of what 

they bring, not just with Newtown but with the broader church through 

The Grasstree Gathering and Common Grace. 

It was incredibly significant to have Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

voices helping to shape this year’s Creative Conversations journey at ACAC 

and contributing as artists. For the first time we hosted a Welcome to 

Country with Gadigal Elder Uncle Ray Davison. Similarly we opened Sydney 

Artists Retreat with a Welcome to Country from Gundungurra man David 

King. These were both long overdue moments, unsettling and significant as 

we acknowledge the truth of the longer stories and reconsider our posture 

in the spaces we gather.  
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Helen Wright, Pastor (Creativity and Justice) 

Brooke Prentis speaking at Christianity and Treaty 
Scarred Tree Indigenous Ministries, 4th May 2019 

Grasstree NAIDOC Concert  
at Newtown Mission 



In journeying with our relationship with land 

Many of us took a journey this year in reconsidering our relationship with the land on which we do 

life. At Sydney Artists Retreat, at The Meeting Place and in Sunday gatherings we considered the 

ways creation groans and points us to the Creator. During 

Lent we prayed outside in parks, looking for where the 

Spirit is at work in the inner west. For Creative 

Conversations as part of Sydney Fringe we journeyed 

together with 30 artists as we considered the 

custodianship of land, the commodity of land and care 

for land into the future. So much incredible artistry and 

deep conversation flowed from that journey, unsettling 

us all into new questions and new possibilities.   

In living in diverse community  

One of the beautiful things about our weekly worship gatherings at Newtown is the diversity of 

who comes to gather: All sorts of people from all walks of life, with various types of brokenness and 

a shared sense of need for the love of Jesus in our lives. And sometimes our differences are deeply 

unsettling. Sometimes it feels easier to stick to our comfortable social bubbles. But I love that Jesus 

calls us to something more amidst all the challenges of our brokenness, rubbing up against each 

other, with space for grace to flow. It calls us deeper into who we’re supposed to be. 

In valuing creativity over productivity  

There’s a story we’re all told that we’re supposed to be part of, one that’s about success and 

productivity and happiness being found in what you own. I feel deeply encouraged by witnessing 

people all around me who are living into a deeper story. One that says they’re created to be 

creative. And that it’s not all about a dollar value. They have something to contribute, to say, to 

express that speaks of the deeper things, of beauty and truth and justice. I see this in the groups of 

people who chose to go on the journey of The Artist’s Way this year, those who came to Sydney 

Artists Retreat, our Artists in Residence at ACAC and the team that open our doors each Thurs night 

for Johnston St Jazz. I see these artists unsettling the social norms that box us in, calling us out to 

be more of who we are. 

In the hard work of discipleship  

And finally as I look back on 2019, I’m encouraged and unsettled by something a little less tangible. 

It’s witnessing people allowing their lives to be unsettled by the story of Jesus in the day to day, the 

week by week. As we’ve gathered in my small group we’ve sat with the unsettling challenge to take 

the call to love more seriously as we’ve read the Bible together, eaten meals, reflected on our lives, 

asked hard questions. As we’ve gathered on Sun nights we’ve continued to remind each other that 

we centre our lives on Jesus.  

 

Newtown Mission       Page 7            2018-19  Annual Report  

 

Helen Wright, Pastor (Creativity and Justice) 

Many conversations around the art works at  
Creative Conversations in September  



 

We’ve broken bread, shared stories, sang songs, lifted up prayers, opened up 

Scripture, wrestled with understanding, all the while being drawn more deeply 

into the bigger story of Jesus’ work in the world.  

On the other side of a Jesus-driven unsettling is a whole lot of good things like 

purpose and life to the full, and love flourishing and justice and freedom. We 

have a taste of them now, but there’s more to come.  

To be honest I look back over 2019 and I feel deeply unsettled. But then I believe 

that’s a sure sign that the Spirit’s at work.  

 

Chorus 

Sing a song of freedom 

Sing a song of love 

Sing with hope that hope will come 

And Christ will come in us 

 

Verse 2 

Complacent days are over 

It’s time to make a stand 

Listen to the voices calling out across these lands 

They’re crying out for justice 

For the truth yet to be told 

Our hearts to be unsettled as the ancient paths unfold 

From ‘Song of Freedom’ © Helen Wright 2019, HeartCries Worship 

 

 

Helen Wright 

Pastor (Creativity and Justice) 
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Helen Wright, Pastor (Creativity and Justice) 

Mission Nights centre-

piece by Angus Mac-

pherson 

“...what do you benefit if 

you gain the whole 

world  

but lose your own soul?” 

Mt 16:25-26 



In 1911, so we were told by Heritage Architect Hector Abrahams at the last Church Council 

meeting, Newtown Methodist Church became Newtown Mission. Until that point it had been a 

Congregation of middle class citizens, with a middle class focus. As a new Mission, the priority 

became proclaiming the Good News of Jesus in word and deed, and walking in step with those on 

the margins. That decision continues to animate and shape all that we do here at the Mission over 

a hundred years later. 

 

When the history is written of Newtown Mission in the Twenty First Century, perhaps the most 

notable decision of 2019 will be the Church Council’s in-principle approval of a redevelopment plan 

for the main King St site to bring before the Congregation. The heritage listed Church, Chapel and 

Street Fronts are in fine shape, but residences, kitchen and bathroom facilities are in various states 

of disrepair, dilapidation and decay. Patching them up is costing many tens of thousands of dollars 

each year, and a major redevelopment is overdue - for both safety and ministry reasons. 

 

We have consulted widely to find partners in the site redevelopment, and despite promising 

conversations with Uniting and some private developers, the limitations of the site's footprint and 

the limitations on the height we can build to, mean that we are going to do it alone, with the 

support of the Presbytery. We had a very productive meeting with the Presbytery Standing 

Committee earlier in the year, at which time there was warm support for the project and 

confirmation that the need to act is pressing. 

Another important achievement this year has been the reinstatement of tax-deductible giving to 

our Compassion Ministry. Graeme and Rahul were instrumental in negotiating an arrangement 

with Wayside Chapel whereby they administer donations on our behalf. Giving has already picked 

up as a result of the change – and we avoided the very considerable work that would have been 

involved in applying for Deductible Gift Recipient status directly. 

The other major issue the leadership has discussed over the past year has been the role of 
Newtown Mission as a place that welcomes all, with love and embrace, in the context of the Same 
Sex Marriage legislation and its impact in the community. It has been a conversation that we have 
deliberately extended across a prolonged period to give us the opportunity to wait on God, study 
Scripture and reflect on ministry in our contemporary context. There is nothing new to report to 
the Congregation at this stage, though we plan to communicate further in the near future. In the 
meantime we continue to minister alongside each other as the conversation continues.  
 
 

 

 Church Council   
 Trevor Thomas - Chairperson 
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Thanks very much to Graeme, Helen and Sam, who have exercised careful leadership in the Church 

across all ministry areas, and whose tireless work holds this place together. They have been 

stretched by the challenges of their ministries and our ambition to be a Church that does a lot with 

limited resources, so Church Council is extremely grateful that they continue to love and serve 

Jesus, the Church and the people of the Inner West every day, not counting the cost. 

 

Rahul has been a rock in the office, and his excellent stewardship has saved us many thousands of 

dollars over the past year. He runs our administration with skill, grace and the friendliest smile on 

King St. 

 

Dian Neligan, the Deputy Chair of Church Council, has been a very important member of the 

Church Council Executive. That involves lots of consultation and decision making between 

meetings, and she has taken the lead role in developing Newtown Mission’s Safe Church Policy 

Framework and Compliance – a very large task. Tim Everist has been an excellent Treasurer, 

working well with Rahul to improve controls and reporting and ensuring that we get the most from 

the new accounting software. 

 

Please continue to pray for the Church leadership, and don’t forget to encourage the people who 

have been willing to serve in this way. 

 

Yours in His love, 

Trevor Thomas 

Chair 

 

 Church Council   
 Trevor Thomas - Chairperson 
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This year was our first full year using our new accounting software (Xero) and utilising Benkorp to 
manage our batch payments, payroll, ATO submissions, and for general accounting assistance. This 
relationship has been great and between Rahul and Benkorp we now have very efficient and 
transparent accounting and payroll processes which led to a very simple and successful audit. Also 
this year, all of our commercial properties came up for lease renewal. We have been lucky to only 
lose one tenant in the process (Vargabar), with the other properties all having either signed new 
leases or being about to. Special thanks to Rahul for working with the agents and tenants to get 
this outcome: the commercial property is around 51% ($537k) of Newtown Mission’s income so it 
was critical that these leases continued. In addition we have secured an Auspicing agreement with 
Wayside Chapel to allow tax-deductible donations to the Newtown Mission Community Care 
Centre.  
 
 
 

 Treasurer’s Report 2018-19 -Tim Everist 
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2018-19 Ac-

tual 
2018-19 
Budget 

2017-18 
Actual 

2016-17 
Actual 

  $ $ $ $ $ 

Congregation Offerings 116,000 112,095 107,717 105,446 122,396 

Donations & Fundraising 30,000 35,073 16,352 17,021 56,028 

Property Income 861,239 863,261 827,672 760,117 754,674 

Events & Interest 43,863 41,222 13,957 16,513 10,979 

Total Income 1,051,102 1,051,651 965,698 899,097 944,077 

            

Staff costs 438,553 417,729 386,141 380,268 355,069 

Property costs 379,906 310,582 368,916 286,099 255,158 

Mission giving 100,240 97,999 97,324 92,557 83,807 

Welfare & food 24,729 22,999 22,435 21,036 21,029 

Administration 107,539 91,306 90,648 64,407 62,522 

Total Expenses 1,050,967 940,615 965,464 844,368 777,585 

            

Operating Profit 135 111,036 234 54,729 166,492 



2018-2019 Actuals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Profit & Loss Highlights & Budget Notes  

 Treasurer’s Report 2018-19 -Tim Everist 
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  2018-19 Actual 2020-19 Budget 

Income 

Congregation Offer-
ings 

Offerings increased by $6.6k from last year mostly due to an 
increase from the Tongan Congregation. 

Budget for a for a slight increase 
in giving. 

Donations & Fundrais-
ing 

Due to some generous once-off donations and the tax-
deductible arrangements with Wayside we were able to dou-
ble our budget to $35k which is $18k more than last year. 

Budget increased to $30k with 
expected higher giving due to tax-
deductible arrangement. 

Property Income 
Had mostly full occupancy this year plus additional income 
from 38 Linthorpe St. 

Budget for 5% vacancy on all 
properties as a contingency. 

Events & Interest 
Events income high due to Johnson St Jazz, however is offset 
in Event Expenses as we return 80% of the takings. 

Events budgeted to profit 20%. 

Expenses 

Staff costs 

8% above budget due to changes in role classifications and 
additional Community Care Centre staff. 

Budget for current staff levels 
including increases as well as ad-
ditional support for Community 
Care Centre. 

Property costs 

$55k for major repairs on the Roof, Chapel, beams, and Latin 
Exotik floors. Spent less on building consultants and general 
maintenance. 

Expect another large spending 
year on property expenses, with 
roof repairs and painting re-
quired. 

Mission giving 

Met our 10% target. 
This year for the first time we had in the budget to spend 
$10k on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ministries and 
initiatives. This was spent on the Grass Tree Gathering 
(+NAIDOC concert), and supporting Brooke Prentis through 
Common Grace. 

Budget for 10% of income. $10.7k 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander ministries and initiatives. 

Welfare & food 
Local welfare support and food for Jordan cafe   

Administration 
On budget Added events expenses 



Balance Sheet 
Cash for Newtown Mission is good and will be needed as we get into the building project and 
potentially lose income (due to rented spaces being closed) and have more expenses. The sinking 
fund will continue to be contributed to and drawn upon for major repairs.   
 
 
 
 
 

 Treasurer’s Report 2018-19 -Tim Everist 
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  2018-19 2017-18 2016-17 2015-16 

  $ $ $ $ 

ASSETS 

Cash & Savings 242,260 204,355 231,540 163,366 

Sinking Fund 184,380 107,161 31,264 0 

Building Fund 68,388 67,408 66,438 65,455 

Loffman Fund 43,847 43,801 42,895 41,892 

Total Cash Accounts 538,875 422,724 372,136 270,713 

Accounts Receivable 36,150 29,309 36,728 3,783 

Other Current Assets 6,975 3,250 2,587 13,638 

Buildings & Contents 15,269,500 15,269,500 13,874,500 13,874,500 

Land 24,337,000 23,431,000 17,915,000 17,915,000 

Non-Current Assets 2,800 2,800 3,300 3,300 

TOTAL ASSETS 40,191,300 39,158,583 32,204,251 32,080,933 

LIABILITIES         

Accounts Payable 23,762 16,694 10,915 0 

Accruals 2,000 5,500 5,500 17,038 

Employee Benefits 5,644 2,963 5,680 5,187 

Loans Payable 0 0 0 42,848 

Other 25,610 32,954 20,285 25,332 

Income received in Advance 10,184 6,475 679 393 

Employee Provisions 47,121 32,962 67,223 56,313 

Other 0 1,093 -244 1,452 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 114,321 98,640 110,037 148,564 

NET ASSET 40,076,979 39,059,943 32,094,214 31,932,370 

Accum General Funds 4,001,310 3,946,581 3,780,089 3,632,975 

Asset Revaluation Reserve 35,964,633 35,058,633 28,147,633 28,147,633 

Current Year Earnings 111,036 54,729 166,492 151,762 

TOTAL EQUITY 40,076,979 39,059,943 32,094,214 31,932,370 



Offerings, Donations and Tax-Deductibility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Newtown Mission lost our tax-deductible status in 2017-2018 our donations to the 
Community Care Centre dropped significantly from $50k-$60k per year to just $16k, a 70% 
reduction that was not expected to be so dramatic. To counter this drop we have established a new 
Auspicing agreement with Wayside Chapel that allows them to collect donations on our behalf and 
pass the funds onto us for a small administration fee. This now enables people and organisations to 
give tax-deductible donations to the Community Care Centre (Jordan Café). This only came into 
effect in June this year with a few once-off donations before the end of the financial year, and now 
people are starting to give more frequently.  
Recently there has been a drop in regular direct giving in the first few months of the new financial 
year. One way we as a Church could increase our giving with little impact on our individual finances 
is to put part of our giving as a tax-deductible donation through the Auspicing arrangement, then  
increase the total giving to include the tax savings. Effectively this will enable giving 30% more at no 
additional cost. We could also encourage our work-places to make donations,  as companies often 
are looking for charities that their staff are involved in.  
 
How can you support Newtown Mission? 
Tax-Deductible Community Care Centre / Jordan Café Donations 
-  Contact office@newtownmission.org.au  and provide your contact details: full name, email, 
phone and postal address (tax receipts can be provided via email). Rahul will share account details 
once details are received as this is the understanding with Wayside.  
 
General Donations to Newtown Mission 

(these donations are anonymous in the bank) 

Acct Name: Newtown Mission   

BSB: 634 634 Account No: 10 002 5904 

 Treasurer’s Report 2018-2019  -Tim Everist 

Newtown Mission       Page 14            2018-19  Annual Report  

mailto:office@newtownmission.org.au


Elders 
Melissa Bencik 
Katrina Breuker 
Cathy Middleton 
Jude Powell-Thomas 
Alec Sewell 
Sam Stamos 
Trevor Thomas 
(Siosifa) Manu Tupou 
Graeme Tutt 
Helen Wright 
Rod Yule 
 
Pastors 
Graeme Tutt – Senior Minister 
Sam Stamos – Pastor (Compassion & 
Advocacy)                   
Helen Wright – Pastor (Creativity & Justice) 
 
Staff 
Rahul S Dougall – Operations & 
Development Manager 
Steve Ticknell – Kitchen Co-ordinator 
Sini MacDonald– Asst. Kitchen Coordinator 
 
 

Who’s who at Newtown Mission: 2018-19 
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Church Council 
Melissa Bencik 
Katrina Breuker 
Rahul S Dougall (non-voting, Minutes 
Secretary) 
Tim Everist (Treasurer) 
Tim Farrell (resigned in July) 
Dian Neligan (Deputy Chair, Safe Church) 
Alec Sewell  
Sam Stamos (non-voting) 
Trevor Thomas (Chairperson) 
(Siosifa) Manu Tupou 
Graeme Tutt 
Helen Wright (non-voting) 
Rod Yule 
 
 

Contact Newtown Mission at office@newtownmission.org.au or call (02) 9519 9000. 
Facebook– NewtownMission 


